A 77-year-old Japanese man presented to our department with a three month history of crusted erythematous nodules on the dorsum of his right hand and forearm, in a linear arrangement (Fig. 1A) . The right hand was scratched by a cat two weeks before the onset. Because sporotrichosis was suspected, a skin biopsy was performed. Histopathological examination demonstrated a mixed granulomatous reaction with focal neutrophilic microabscesses. Spores were identified in the tissue sections using periodic acid-Schiff stains (Fig. 1B) . The biopsy specimen was also submitted for culturing, using enriched glucose-containing media and Sabouraud's agar, at two different conditions, 25 o C∼27 o C and 35 o C∼37 o C. Microscopic morphology obtained from the 25 o C culture showed septate hyphae and hyaline or slightly pigmented conidia that grouped in rosettes at the tips of the conidiophores (Fig. 1C) . Interestingly, there was no conversion to the
Sporothrix schenckii was once considered a single species, but a recent study has demonstrated that S. schenckii is actually a complex of distinct species with similar morphological features, called the S. schenckii complex 1 . To our knowledge, this is the first case report of sporotrichosis caused by S. globosa, a member of the S. schenckii complex, in Japan.
A 77-year-old Japanese man presented to our department with a three month history of crusted erythematous nodules on the dorsum of his right hand and forearm, in a linear arrangement (Fig. 1A) . The right hand was scratched by a cat two weeks before the onset. Because sporotrichosis was suspected, a skin biopsy was performed. Histopathological examination demonstrated a mixed granulomatous reaction with focal neutrophilic microabscesses. Spores were identified in the tissue sections using periodic acid-Schiff stains (Fig. 1B) Referring to species identification methods proposed by Marimon et al.
